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PREFACE 

To  those  most  familiar  with  their  situation,  the  health  and 
health  care  experiences  of  Blacks  in  the  cities  leaves  much  to 
be  desired.  Higher  mortality  rates,  a  greater  incidence  of 
major  diseases,  lower  availability  and  underutilization  of 
medical  services — all  are  part  of  the  day-to-day  struggle  to 
stay  alive  in  the  inner  city.  If  x*e  add  to  this  the  ever 
present  reality  of  higher  admission  rates  for  the  poor  and  the 
Black  to  public  mental  hospitals  because  of  their  inability  to 
pay  for  the  psychiatric  services  they  need,  the  true  nature 
of  "Quality"  American  medical  care  slowly  emerges  into  the 
light  of  day. 

The  sources  cited  in  this  bibliography  were  gathered  with  the 
aim  of  providing  some  historical  data,  present  data,  and 
potential  for  the  future  information  on  the  relation  of 
Blacks,  medicine,  and  the  allied  health  fields.  It  is  our 
hope  that  they  will  find  their  best  use  in  deepening  the 
awareness  and  understanding  of  those  charged  with  the 
comprehensive  planning  of  our  communities. 
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